7 February 08

Lighting Department

Dear sir

I wish to ask why you appear to be no longer pursuing the policy for appropriate lamp posts and lights in the Clifton Conservation Area.

The reason why I ask is that inappropriate modern lamp lights appear to be replacing the well-loved old style lights that so distinguish Clifton. As the web master of the Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society I have been contacted several times by concerned residents. There no longer seems to be any consistency in approach so I am writing this letter on behalf of the Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society 

· Towards the end of last year, one of the two Victorian lights in Christchurch Road broke and was replaced with a modern one which looks totally incongruous.  A resident called the City Council and was told that once repaired it would be put back. However she has just had a call from them saying that they will not be repairing the Victorian lamp post and that Clifton, in line with every other district in Bristol, will have any faulty lamp posts replaced with modern ones. Please reassure me that this is not true. The picture below shows the problem. 
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corner of Christchurch Road and Grange Road, original style lamp light to be found in most Clifton streets
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Christchurch Road new inappropriate light


· Last year an ultra modern light appeared in Princes Buildings outside the Portcullis. It looks absolutely dreadful alongside the beautiful Victorian lamp standards. Will you please reassure me that it will be replaced with something more appropriate? Lights like the others in Princes Buildings are still being repaired as can be seen by my picture of one by the Victoria Rooms in Queens Road.
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Princes Buildings lamp post by Portcullis contrasts with the original across the road
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lamp post in Queens Road being measured up for panel repair 
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hanging baskets on lamp post in Caledonia Place 


· Modern lamp standards have appeared at the top of the Mall as shown below. I would hope they will be replaced by more appropriate ones once the development has been completed.
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The Mall- old lamp with new lamps in the distance
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Top of the Mall incongruous new lamps


· I know that the distinctive lamp standard (matching the one in the photo above) at the corner of West Mall will be replaced soon because a lorry reversed into it and insurance covers its replacement. Can you tell me the progress on this please.

· In White Hart Steps two good looking replacement lights have been installed in the last week. I would like to congratulate you on how nice these look. I would hope the incongruous modern one at the top of the steps will also be replaced.
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brand new light at the top of White Hart Steps
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incongruous new light at the top of White Hart Steps (post not even painted)


· Often different lamp heads appear. The traditional four-sided glass ones are the ones to be most found in this area. They can incorporate the latest bulbs as can be seen in Canygne Road for example. The conical ones are not very attractive and get very discoloured. 
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conical light on traditional post close to a traditional light
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traditional light
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Princess Victoria Street


The Conservation policy P37 of Bristol City Council states:

In conservation areas traditional signs, name plates, lamp-posts, seats and other ironmongery will be retained or reinstated. New additions should respect the particular tradition of the locality or be discretely located so as to minimize intrusion into the local scene.
Policy B17: The City Council will seek to retain and enhance traditional townscape features that contribute to the character of Conservation Areas. In particular the City Council will resist:-

 (iii) The loss of traditional paving materials, walls, railings, piers and gate posts, signs, nameplates, lamp posts, seats and other ironmongery, while the additions should respect the particular traditions of the locality or be discreetly located so as to minimise intrusion into the local area.

Why is there no adherence to this policy now, given that Clifton is a conservation area? Please repair the lights as before and stay with the convention of traditional four-sided glass lights particularly in the side streets. Many of the lamp posts could do with a coat of paint too. This Conservation Area needs the support of the Council and its officers if only because it is a major revenue earner for the city. A key tourist centre is a valuable asset for the future. Why not invest in it?
