Saturday 17 may 2009 Park Forum meeting Summary

1 Parks Re-organisation

Peter Wilkinson ran through the new structure and updated us with which posts and been filled and where there were still vacancies. He acknowledged that for some areas the fact that posts had not been filled when the new structure came into operation on 1st April meant that there was a a vacuum with groups having no clear point of contact.

I hope to have a copy of the new structure on the website later in the week. There are still two Community Park Officer (CPO) posts to be filled (Central and North) interviews for these posts are due next week. Caroline Hollies, who has been appointed as Area Park Manager (APM) for Central, is on maternity leave looking after her new daughter Christina. Clare Adams, who has done an excellent job as CPM in the East over the last few months, has been appointed to cover the Central area until Caroline returns. A new Parks Operations Manager (POM) has been appointed as has a new Community Development Officer (CDO) both will take up their posts in a month or so. Peter also reported that he will be interviewed for his own job next month.

2 South and Central Contracts

While the North and East Areas are now maintained by 'in-house' teams, South and Central will remain contracted out. Peter asked for feed back on the performance of Quadron who took over the South contract in February, there were a few issues raised in particular parks but the overall impression seemed positive. There were also comments that the performance of Continental Landscapes in the Central area had improved this year. Peter outlined the time-line towards the award of the new contract for this area which is to be in place by February 2010 when the current contract ends.

There will be two opportunities for BPF members to get involved. First (following a request from Alison) groups in the Central area will have an opportunity to check the maps/specifications for their parks that will be included in new contract, this will be June/July. Secondly a representative from the BPF will be able to get involved in the selection of the new contractor in the same way as Roland did for the selection of Quadron for the South. Please email info@bristolparksforum.org.uk if you would like to be involved.

3 Area Green Space Plans Progress

Richard Fletcher presented a review of progress on the Area Green Space Plans. There is currently a lull in the 'stakeholder' consultation but this will start again in June and you should be contacted with dates for any outstanding meetings in your area in the next few weeks. The core sessions have been completed in most areas but many site specific meetings have yet to take place. Some of the delay has been caused by Sam Parry leaving for a job in London.

It is likely that the public consultation will now take place from January 2010, rather than the Autumn. This is mainly because the BDF team have yet again put back the dates for their consultations on the 'site allocations'.

4 The Big Lunch 19th July

Ben Barker highlighted 'The Big Lunch' that is to be held on 19 July and reported that it was hoped that there will be a picnic in every green space in Greater Bedminster on that day. He urged that everyone should hold a lunch in their park. More details of the Big Lunch are at www.thebiglunch.com 

5 Love Parks Week 25 July to 2 August

www.loveparksweek.org.uk 

GreenSpace's annual awareness raising campaign, Love Parks Week, has now been launched for 2009. They are asking as many people as possible to get into parks between 25 July and 2 August to join their campaign for continued investment and support for these valuable assets.

You can register your events on their new website: they will be using the information gathered from the events registered online to call for continued investment and support for parks and green space.

6 Save our green spaces.

Sue suggested that The Forum should become a member of this group but it was agreed that we need more information and Alison is contacting them. The email that the group sent out and a copy of their manifesto can be seen visa the link below. Your group may wish to consider joining and / or attending the meeting.

www.bristolparksforum.org.uk/SoGS_MANIFESTO.pdf
