To  Bristol City Highway Asset Management

28 May 2007

Street clutter: yellow lines and “no waiting” signs 

I contacted last November your most helpful staff Jim Creamer (nascent Highway Asset Management 922 3133) and Garry Lloyd (Parking Services 922 4287). They  agreed already to implement many of the following recommendations. We ask you to press for this implementation.

We have noticed that Bath predominantly uses narrow yellow lines and has removed hundreds of no waiting signs. 

We are concerned with the imminent “tarring season” that narrow yellow lines should replace all wide ones. 

1. Wide / narrow yellow lines in conservation areas
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We understand that legislation for some years has allowed narrow yellow lines to be marked in conservation areas. Narrow lines are less obtrusive. We noticed the ugly wide lines that have been comparatively recently painted in many Clifton conservation areas: examples are throughout the prime Clifton Village streets of The Mall and Princess Victoria Street. 
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Jim and Garry have commented that wide lines are often painted on stretches adjacent to established wide-line stretches (however this is not consistently done). We notice that wide lines have been painted even on newly reconfigured and tarred places such as the junctions of Kings Road/Clifton Down Road, Merchants Road/Regent Street and The Mall/Caledonia Place. Because of the long life of lines, we propose that this procedure should be changed to always paint narrow lines in conservation areas, so that we do not wait 20 years for changes!     


We propose that all new yellow lines in conservation areas be narrow.     

2. Wide / narrow lines outside conservation areas

We notice that many Bristol non-conservation areas also have extensive narrow lines: examples are on Queens Road, Withywood and the A38 Bedminster Down junction of Bridgwater Road and Bishopsworth Road.

We propose that all Bristol yellow lines be narrow, if legislation allows this. If legislation does not allow this, then we propose that Bristol presses for such legislation.

3. Yellow lines: global warming

An announcement that all Bristol yellow lines will be gradually converted to narrow ones would show Bristol’s global-warming concern, as less yellow material is used. The city can show that the lines are effective “in trials” even on trunk roads such as Bedminster Down.

Possible good Bristol publicity detailing the miles of road “yellow lined” per year and the estimated CO2 saving.
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4. Yellow lines on cobbled guttering

Bristol has kept and is installing many delightful cobbled areas. We notice that some cobbled gutters have yellow lines on them (for instance Waterloo Street, Clifton) whilst on others, yellow lines have been carefully painted clear of the cobbles.

We propose that wherever possible yellow lines should be painted clear of cobbles.
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5. Bus stop lines

We notice that the south-bound Clifton Down Road bus stop has a one-foot-wide yellow line whereas others in town are narrower and less unsightly.

Narrower possible please for future bus stop markings?

6. “Primrose” yellow lines

Some contractors continue to use short stretches of the harsher yellow rather than the “primrose” yellow now standard for many years. A 2005 example is at the junction of Canynge Road and Harley Place, Clifton.

We propose that Bristol instruct all contractors now to use the primrose colour.

7. “No waiting” signs and their posts
Apparently, the small yellow “No waiting at any time” and possibly other no-waiting signs are not now required by legislation as drivers are deemed to understand the meaning of yellow lines without the signs. Bath has removed many of these and their posts, so reducing street clutter, particularly evident on antique lamp posts. Bristol has recently installed 10,000+ necessary new lamp posts and seemingly everywhere reinstalled these redundant signs (a Clifton example is on the excellent new lamp posts on Christchurch Green).

We propose that redundant signs be removed asap.

New wide yellow lines around


 new paving in Caledonia Place








